[Genetic aspects of epilepsy: current knowledge and perspectives].
Rapidly advancing knowledge concerning the genetic aspects of epilepsy have led us to complete a recent article on the subject published in the journal. A contrasting picture is emerging, particularly between symptomatic and idiopathic epilepsy. For symptomatic epilepsy, divers gene products implicated in brain development and neuron survival have been identified. Inversely, for idiopathic epilepsy, the latest discoveries confirm their canalopathic nature. In addition, rapid progress in the field of mendelian inherited epilepsy has pointed out the lack of notable progress concerning common epilepsy with a complex hereditary pattern. These forms are one of the major challenges for genetic analysis of epilepsy.